
Matthew Henry on Justification in James 2 (Parts on which I agree) 

 

"When Paul says that a man is justified by faith, without the deeds of the law (Rom. 3:28), he plainly 

speaks of another sort of work than James does, but not of another sort of faith. Paul speaks of works 

wrought in obedience to the law of Moses, and before men’s embracing the faith of the gospel; and he 

had to deal with those who valued themselves so highly upon those works that they rejected the gospel 

(as Rom. 10:1-21, at the beginning most expressly declares); but James speaks of works done in 

obedience to the gospel, and as the proper and necessary effects and fruits of sound believing in Christ 

Jesus." 

- Matthew Henry, Commentary on The Whole Bible, Commentary on James 2:14-26, I 

 

 

"Paul may be understood as speaking of that justification which is inchoate, James of that which is 

complete; it is by faith only that we are put into a justified state, but then good works come in for the 

completing of our justification at the last great day; then, Come you children of my Father—for I was 

hungry, and you gave me meat, etc." 

- Matthew Henry, Commentary on The Whole Bible, Commentary on James 2:14-26, I 

 

 

"It is a great delusion to imagine that this is enough to bring us to heaven. Those who argue thus wrong 

God, and put a cheat upon their own souls; a mock-faith is as hateful as mock-charity, and both show a 

heart dead to all real godliness. You may as soon take pleasure in a dead body, void of soul, or sense, or 

action, as God take pleasure in a dead faith, where there are no works." 

- Matthew Henry, Commentary on The Whole Bible, Commentary on James 2:14-26, II 

 

 

"And now, upon the whole matter, the apostle draws this conclusion, As the body without the spirit is 

dead, so faith without works is dead also, Jas. 2:26. These words are read differently; some reading 

them, As the body without the breath is dead, so is faith without works: and then they show that works 

are the companions of faith, as breathing is of life. Others read them, As the body without the soul is 

dead, so faith without works is dead also: and then they show that as the body has no action, nor 

beauty, but becomes a loathsome carcass, when the soul is gone, so a bare profession without works is 

useless, yea, loathsome and offensive. Let us then take head of running into extremes in this case. For, 

(1.) The best works, without faith, are dead; they want their root and principle. It is by faith that any 

thing we do is really good, as done with an eye to God, in obedience to him, and so as to aim principally 

at his acceptance." 

- Matthew Henry, Commentary on The Whole Bible, Commentary on James 2:14-26, VII 

 

- Tom Torbeyns 

Read crosstheology.wordpress.com/sola-fide for my view on initial justification by faith alone and 

additional justification by works later on. 
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