
Required Conduct: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy strength.” (Mark 7:30)
= Perfect obedience, , from birth to death.every moment in time

birth death afterlife

ARGUMENT FOR THE NECESSITY OF THE ATONEMENT

Premise: it is impossible for an offender by his future good conduct to repair the errors of the 
past, or to accumulate so much merit as to be a compensation or an offset for his former sins.

Conclusion: “It is impossible, therefore, (...) that there can be a service rendered (...) which can be set over to 
the credit of a past deficient account; or, in other words; that there can be any time not convered by the 
immediate command of God which can be employed in rendering a service that shall compensate for a former 
waste of time or for a former neglect of duty.” (Albert Barnes, The Atonement, p. 204)

Required conduct: obedience = fulfilled

Required conduct: obedience = NOT fulfilled

disobedience

Solution: “The only Being who ever could place himself in such a position 
that his obedience to the law could be made available to supply the 
deficiencies of others is He who was not bound to obedience, from the fact 
that he was himself the lawgiver, and who could, therefore, so place 
himself in a condition of voluntary obedience that his merits could become 
available for others. This is the Christian idea of redemption; and in this 
respect the Christian scheme differs from all others in regard to a work of 
supererogation or of extraordinary merit.” (Ibid., p. 204-205)

Times of obedience cannot make up for times of 
disobedience, since one cannot obey God more 

than he ought to, that is: more than all the time.

Based on Albert Barnes, The Atonement, p. 202-205. This article was written by Tom Torbeyns on October 
13, 2015. Visit for more information. https://crosstheology.wordpress.com 
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